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parallel of Plato's Republic. The Communist Party
corresponds to the guardians; the soldiers have about
the same status in both; there is in Russia an attempt
to deal with family life more or less as Plato suggested.
I suppose it may be assumed that every teacher of
Plato throughout the world abhors Bolshevism, and
that every Bolshevik regards Plato as an antiquated
bourgeois. Nevertheless, the parallel is extraordinarily
exact between Plato's Republic and the regime which
the better Bolsheviks are endeavouring to create.
Bolshevism is internally aristocratic and externally
militant. The Communists in many ways resemble the
British public-school type: they have all the good and
bad traits of an aristocracy which is young and vital.
They are courageous, energetic, capable of command,
always ready to serve the State; on the other hand,
they are dictatorial, lacking in ordinary consideration
for the plebs. They are practically the sole possessors of
power, and they enjoy innumerable advantages in
consequence. Most of them, though far from luxurious,
have better food than other people. Only people of
some political importance can obtain motor-cars or
telephones. Permits for railway journeys, for making
purchases at the Soviet stores (where prices are about
one-fiftieth of what they are in the market), for going
to the theatre, and so on, are, of course, easier to
obtain for the friends of those in power than for ordi-
nary mortals. In a thousand ways, the Communists
have a life which is happier than that of the rest of the!
community. Above all, they are less exposed to the
unwelcome attentions of the police and the extra-
ordinary commission.
The Communist theory of international affairs is
exceedingly simple. The revolution foretold by Marx,